
 

Dear Friends 

 

A Happy New Year to you all!  I wish you all the things you would wish yourself for 2016. 

 

Welcome to your latest edition of eNEws.  This edition takes on a reflective mood as we read of concerts and 

ringing events from Heddon on the Wall Ringers, Beverley Town, Bingley and Ecclesfield.  There are also 

articles and notices of events planned for 2016 and what a busy time it looks to be, with more to come, no 

doubt. 

 

At the end of February the Joint Ringing Day looks to be a very enjoyable event where we will be sharing our 

tune ringing with the change ringers of the Yorkshire Association of Change Ringers. They too will be offering 

taster sessions to those who have never experienced the ringing of Church bells.  A ringing day with a 

difference for certain. 

 

Do come along and share an afternoon with Beverley Town, Clifton and Ecclesfield at our 5 octave afternoon in 

April – you can have a try at off-table ringing too! 

 

Welcome contributions have also been received from Philip Bedford (Hardraw Gathering), Solna Burnham 

(Bingley Handbell Ringers) and Rachael Schoon (Dronfield Handbell Ringers) who has devised a composers 

anagram quiz to test the little grey cells. 

 

Don’t forget to submit articles and information about forthcoming concerts/events planned by your team; we 

would love to know what you are doing! 

 

I look forward to seeing many of you at our events in 2016 and send my best wishes to you, as always! 

 

John Atkinson 

North East Region Chairman 

 

 

Notes from the Regional Secretary 
 

It is with great sadness that I have to report the death of Beth Vowles, one of our Region’s Honoured Members. 

 

Many of you will remember Beth from our Regional Rallies at Grassington, where she made everyone so 

welcome.  Beth had led the Grassington Handbell Ringers for over 30 years, using a set of Malmark bells that 

she and her late husband, Alan, purchased in 1984.  The ringers met at Beth’s home, where everyone was made 

welcome.  As well as ringing with the team, Beth was conductor until recently and also arranged the 

performances that the team attended.  
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I was privileged to be able to attend a service to celebrate Beth’s life at Linton 

Parish Church in late December.  Amongst the family tributes were an 

acknowledgement of how much handbell ringing had meant to Beth and how 

delighted she had been to be made an Honoured Member of the North East 

Region.  The Grassington Handbell Ringers rang three beautiful pieces (chosen 

by Beth) during the service – I’m sure it can’t have been easy for them, but they 

certainly did Beth proud.  

 

The Grassington Handbell Ringers are to continue ringing, as I’m sure Beth 

would have wished, and have found a new rehearsal venue.  We look forward 

to seeing them at the Spring Rally. 

 

Christine Lazenby 

North East Region Secretary 

 

 

Joint Handbell & Tower Bell Event  

Saturday 27th February 
 

This is an opportunity for handbell ringers to try tower bells (under supervision) and for tower bell ringers to 

try change ringing and/or tune ringing on handbells. Or indeed newcomers to either to have a go!  Details are 

as follows: 

 

In the morning there is tower bell ringing available at Far Headingley, Headingley and Burley (times on 

poster) while the handbell ringers practice some pieces together. This will be sight reading similar to the 

Spring Ring. Three towers will be open for general ringing and demonstrations at the times listed. 

Lunch is provided  in St Matthias Burley, Church Hall during which there will be a demo of change 

ringing on hand bells, YACR and HRGB sales stalls, a chance to have a go on the 'wombel' (a type of 

tower bell almost life size model)and an advice table for people to bring their old, unloved handbells for 

information about restoration. 

 In the afternoon tower bell ringers will have a choice of handbell master 

classes to try tunes or change ringing and handbell ringers will be able to have a 

go on the tower bells of St Matthias. 

 Finally we will all get together for another demo of change ringing of 

handbells, a massed ring by handbell ringers and a chance for tower bell ringers 

to show the results of their master classes. 

 The closing date for ‘names for tea’ is 20th February but I would appreciate 

an idea of numbers as soon as possible. 

  Please let me know if you intend to join in the massed ringing in the 

morning and if you need your music marked up. This way we can make sure we have enough bells, 

music, foam and stands etc. 

 Any donations of raffle prizes and cakes etc would be very welcome 

Solna Burnham  – 07884 233382 – 01535 273120 – rnsburnham@talktalk.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All items for the next issue of eNEws should be sent to aford11@aford11.karoo.co.uk. by 31 

May 2016 

 

Don't forget, if you are sending pictures out of a newspaper or magazine, you will need to know 

the name and address of the newspaper or magazine as well as the date of publication. 



Anagrams of Composers  
 

Surname       First name & surname 
 

1. IINUPCC      6. LGREEETNB CPUKENDHIMR 
 

2. FACEOHBNF     7. JEANNBIM TNEBTIR 
 

3. BLEEPCHA     8. ITNOONA RAISEIL    
 

4. HAMREL      9. LLMMOAC DRLOAN 
 

5. STEAMNES     10. UALICOD ENEDTROMIV 
 
 

First name(s) and surname (jumbled up) 
 

11. XHNOLLESEEDSNIMF   12. LOGGGAOLIIRRREE 
 

13. BASDUDEEYSLUC   14. TTHUGSSVOAL 
 

15. REEDDRAAWLG   16. NYEASHOHPJD 
 

17. LIVERAACRUME   18. AAAAGUDGZONFLOWERSTMM 
 

19. HOTWEVILEBUVNGDENA  20. VAMPIREXLAWLESTEED 

 

Rachael Schoon 

Dronfield Handbell Ringers 

 

 

A year in the life of Handbell ringing in Heddon on the Wall. 
 

Happy New Year from Heddon on the Wall on the banks of the river Tyne where we enjoy the ambiguity of 

being geographically in Northumberland while sharing a postcode with the west end of the city of Newcastle. 

 

Handbell ringing is not a tradition in South Northumberland, though it is fun and something of a novelty in the 

area. The team started with Belleplates some years ago and despite a tiny team of 2 (Jean and Jennifer), and 

despite no other ringers coming forward we progressed to a set of Malmark bells. 

 

Now joined by Sue, who brings the fruits of her experience 

with Broomhill Bells of Sheffield, we are evolving as a trio. 

We read music from staff or numbers, aspiring to and 

inventing ways to play a greater number of bells, by 

arranging music to match our skills and bells. We have 

tried a wide range of music from film music such as the 

Boccherini Minuet from ‘The Lady Killers’ to local folk 

tunes. 

 

Our Tuesday morning practices are a happy blend of 

playing and group therapy over coffee and Jean’s 

wonderful biscuits. 

 

In June  we were  (for the 3
rd

 year in a row) provided with a gazebo at ‘Jump for Joy’ in the grounds of St 

Oswin’s church, Wylam (neighbouring village of ‘Puffing Billy’ fame), while soft toys were parachuted from 

the church tower in a bid for the longest flight; a steel band performed and the tower ringers invited people to 



have a go with a mini ring erected in the church. We played a wide range of music from hymns to folk tunes 

and encouraged players of all ages to come and join in with us. With a new tower captain, the 6 tower bells are 

very active, though sadly the Wylam handbells remain packed away on the top of a cupboard in the vestry, 

unused, since they were ‘found’ and we gave them a brief airing back in 2013. Previously Jennifer had first met 

them being played by Girl Guides years before. It was this that sparked the germ of an idea to ring handbells 

which has grown into the team as it is today. 

 

Later in the summer we provided musical entertainment at a garden tea party for seniors playing seasonal music 

and folk tunes. 

 

A Trefoil Guild meeting in Newcastle of course provided eager volunteers to play the bells when we joined 

them one evening in the autumn for some ‘camping-ology’ including campfire songs. 

 

Two of us joined a Church of Scotland (yes - in Newcastle!) day event ‘Alive and Kirking’ and the programmed 

hour long slot turned into most of the afternoon.. Feedback reported the ringing as ‘one of the most talked about 

parts of the day’ and it was certainly fun. For a kilted gentleman, the advice was to ‘imagine the bell is full of 

whisky’ to encourage a good playing position! A group of young ladies were determined to play ‘Good King 

Wenceslas' without any instruction and a friendly guitarist gave a rare accompaniment to our playing. 

 

And it’s official!  We’ve played at the prestigious Sage Music Centre in Gateshead - well not in Hall 1 or even 

Hall 2, but in the company of the ‘Silver Chimes’ - one of the many groups for the over 50’s based at the Sage. 

This group of over a dozen ladies is peer-led playing Belleplates, which are shared out democratically according 

to how often the note is played in a tune. They were keen to experience real bells, and seemed impressed by the 

‘professional’ way we ring and would like more collaboration.  We passed on information about HRGB - 

continuing to fly the flag. 

 

2015 ended with a delicious soup and pudding lunch in return for a little bell ringing at a monthly event at a 

church in Sue’s home village of Stamfordham. 

 

Our hopes for 2016: choose a suitable name and register with HRGB; send greetings to the new team in 

Wooler; help a Trefoil Guild member in pursuit of a new skill when she retires; enable a mini rally of 2 teams 

with team and massed ringing with the ‘Silver Chimes’; think of ways to play accompanied - perhaps by a 

recorded piece of music; and of course, how to celebrate the Jubilee. Also keep our ears to the ground for 

ringers seeking a chance of handbell ringing as a few more pairs of hands would be most welcome, though 

being a small team has its advantages! 

 

Jennifer, Jean and Sue 

Heddon on the Wall Handbell Ringers 

 

 

Beverley Town Handbell Ringers Round-up – 2015 
 

Our first concert of the year was on Sunday 1 March for the 

Holderness Branch of the Rotary Club.  The concert was at 

Tickton Grange Hotel in Tickton, only a couple of miles up the 

road so it made a pleasant change to not have to travel a long way.  

This is one of the few concerts we've ever done on a Sunday 

afternoon.  The concert was well received and was a good start to 

the year.  

 

Six members of the team travelled to the National Rally in 

Wymondham in Norfolk from 10-12 April.  We attended various 



workshops, from 'boomwhackers' to conducting and John held three workshops.  It was a great weekend with 

good food, good company and plenty to drink.  We're already looking forward to the National Rally in Penrith 

in 2016. 

 

On Saturday 18 April we rang for the Yorkshire Federation of Women's Institutes at Longcroft School in 

Beverley - again only a short distance to travel.  The bells were a surprise for the audience with only the 

organisers aware in advance that we were going to be there.  As we hadn't been able to fully set up before the 

event, this meant we had to finish setting up very quietly behind a curtain whilst the Chairperson gave her 

speech.  We used this event to launch our 'Patrons of Beverley Town Handbell Ringers' scheme which will 

hopefully help us to raise awareness of the Society and raise much-needed funds. 

 

The next event was the Regional Spring Rally and AGM in Grassington on Saturday 9 May.  There was a theme 

for the day which was film music and we rang 'Jerusalem' which has been in too many films to mention and 

'Romance' from 'The Gadfly'.  The massed ringing saw us using handchimes, mallets and singing-bell sticks - 

not something we normally do so an interesting break from tradition.   As usual, several team members stayed 

in the village for the weekend. 

 

Several members of the team visited the Mid-Summer Ring in Leeds and the Northern Bell Orchestra Concert. 

 

On 10 October the full team did a joint concert with the Pelham Singers at Immingham Civic Hall and on 17 

October Beverley Town were the organisers of the North East Region Autumn Rally which had the theme of 

'Christmas Comes Early'.  All the teams played Christmas music and there was a Christmas-themed lunch. 

 

On 26 November there was a return visit to the Friends of Withernsea Lighthouse with a concert at the 

Northfield Club in Withernsea.  Unfortunately, on this occasion, the concert wasn't very well attended but those 

that did attend enjoyed a full evening's entertainment. 

 

The full team did two concerts in December - on 12 December there was a joint concert with the Withernsea 

Ladies' Choir in the Methodist Church in Withernsea.  The weather was awful but there was still a large, 

receptive audience.  The other concert was a full evening's entertainment on 18 December at North Cave 

Village Hall to raise money for Marie Curie Nurses.  There was a large audience again and Father Christmas 

was in attendance though I still can't get over him arriving on a mobility scooter!  

 

The small set was out quite a few times from October 

onwards - 7 October at Bishop Burton Village Hall for the 

local Stroke Support Group; 28 November at the Victorian 

Christmas event in Hull; 3 December at Willerby Manor 

Hotel for Alpha Probus; 4 December, again at Willerby 

Manor Hotel, this time for Kirkella Inner Wheel; 16 

December at Cedar Grange, Cherry Burton, in the 

afternoon and Tescos in Beverley in the evening and we 

rounded off the year ringing at Mercure Hotel Willerby 

Grange on Christmas Eve whilst the guests waited for their 

evening meal. 

 

There are already one or two engagements arranged for 2016 with the full 

team going to the National Rally in Penrith - this will be the first time the full team has attended a National 

Rally other than to ring in the concert.  The full team is going to an 'Off-Table Rally' in Sheffield and the Spring 

Rally in Grassington and various other concerts have already been arranged. 

 

Claire Ford 

Beverley Town Handbell Ringers 



Last Bedford Style Yorkshire Dales Handbell Gathering 
30

th 
September to 2

nd
 October 2016 

Hardraw Scaur, Hawes, North Yorkshire 

 

Helen Foley, who did such a good job of organising us all at Hardraw last year has said that although she and 

Dronfield would still like to come to the next Gathering she'd rather not organise it please - and Don and I don't 

blame her! But we can't just let the Gathering go without saying goodbye so Don and I have booked the Green 

Dragon for a final Gathering at the end of September next year, keeping the date clear of the NEC of course.   

 

Once again the landlord has agreed to let us use the heritage 

centre, conference facilities and workshop rooms free of charge, 

and of course it is in a beautiful area with the waterfall actually 

in the Inn grounds and the moors behind that. 

 

Most ringers stay in the Green Dragon itself although there is a 

good camping site behind the pub (with the Hardraw Scaur 

Waterfall behind that) at about £10 per person per night, and 

also bunk bed accommodation in the pub at £14 per person per 

night. 

 

The primary aim of this function is to provide a venue for like-minded handbell ringers to get together to enjoy 

themselves in a venue that is really cheap in price with no hidden costs involved, in a wonderful location.  

Unfortunately the ringing area is not very large so we have had to set the maximum number of active ringers at 

70.  

 

Here is the link to the Green Dragon website:   http://www.greendragonhardraw.com/contact.html   

  

Please see the advert with this issue giving further details of the event. 

 

Philip Bedford 

 

 

 

Christmas comes early – at Beverley October 17
th

 2015 
 

When the Autumn Rally venue 2015 was chosen as Beverley 

(home of our Chair John Atkinson and our treasurer Andrew 

Ford) we knew we would be in for a well organised event. 

 

However we did not realise that they could even move the 

seasons on! 

 

The idea of Christmas comes early was to give us all a chance 

to show off our seasonal music. So often we practice like mad 

through the Autumn and then perform for non ringers but never 

have the chance to play for other HRGB members. 

 

It also gave us a chance to dust off the reindeer antlers and 

really get into the Christmas spirit. In fact the decorations 

other team had inspired us to purchase a garland with lights 

for the front of our table! 

 

http://www.greendragonhardraw.com/contact.html


The two pieces of massed ringing were 'Joy to the World' and 'Silent Night' – both of which we have now added 

to our repertoire. 

   

Although the numbers of bands may have been small it was a great delight to see the three “big” bands perform 

and to have visitors from the East Midlands too. I know John was disappointed that fewer bands from the East 

of the Region attended than he anticipated but I do think that with the Spring Rally being always in the same 

location the Autumn Rally can only benefit from moving around our region. 

 

The highlight of the day no doubt was the Christmas Dinner – for a group who celebrate Christmas together in 

January this was a first! Tom and his band of helpers did a masterful job in overcoming the shortcomings of the 

kitchen appliances and providing us with a very tasty meal! Thanks to him and to the local businesses who 

sponsored the catering and allowed us to partake at such a reasonable price. 

 

Altogether a good day was had by all and we are only sorry that a church function meant we had to leave early. 

 

After this what next?.....................maybe the midsummer ring in February??? 

 

Solna Burnham 

Bingley Handbell Ringers 

 

 

The Raleigh Ringers - UK Tour 
 

I am pleased to announce that The Raleigh Ringers will be coming to 

London in June 2016 for a short concert tour. I expect box office facilities 

will open by 1
st
 January, at which time I will issue an update flyer. 

 

I had hoped we could arrange at least one concert outside London but 

this is not possible as they can only be here from 8-12 June when they 

have to return to USA. We have managed to get them to visit us after 

celebrating Fred Gramann’s 40
th

 Anniversary of his time with the 

American Church in Paris. 
  

I appreciate this is not ideal but I hope ringers will understand what a 

wonderful opportunity this is to see and hear this world renowned 

group,  live in concert.  
 

The schedule for this visit is: 
 

Arrive Wednesday afternoon from Paris, concerts on Thursday and 

Friday evening, workshop in Whitechapel on Saturday morning and 

fly home on Sunday. So you can see how little spare time there is. 
  

The concert in London will finish by 10pm so there is time to catch 

late trains back to places like Birmingham, Leeds, Sheffield etc. or 

people could stay in London on Friday evening and join the Raleigh 

Ringers in workshops at the Whitechapel Bell foundry on Saturday 

morning.  

 

This is a unique opportunity. 

 

Keith Rowland 

 



Bingley Handbell Ringers 

 

Following our success in obtaining a grant from the Skipton Building Society 

Grassroots Giving Grant Scheme we started contacting local schools in November 

and received an immediate reply from Bingley Grammar School asking if we could 

bring our new chimes in for a group of year 7s. 

 

The only problem then was getting the chimes. There was a considerable delay in 

supply and so our first visit to the school was not until the first week of January. However 

although it is early days the children are keen and we are hopeful that they may be able to take part in a school 

concert towards the end of term. 

 

In the meantime we were contacted by Roy from the Skipton who asked us if we could attend and perform at 

the company’s Leadership event at the Harrogate International Centre.   

 

Wow! This was the biggest venue we had ever performed at even if we were only in the lunch venue outside the 

main hall and there was the added enticement of a free meal!  We spruced ourselves up, laundered the table 

cloths and transported our bells to Harrogate last Friday.  We set off in wind and rain, but by the time we 

arrived the sun had come out to such an extent that we had to move three advertising banners to cover the 

windows and stop it reflecting off our newly polished bells. 

 

Of course we had to play some pieces using the chimes that the Skipton had so kindly funded – Sandra Winter’s 

arrangement of 'Valiant Hearts' and 'Winter' from Vivaldi’s 'Four Seasons' - as well as other favourites, old and 

new. 

 

We alternated playing over the lunch interval with a group of singers who also won money from Grassroots 

Giving. We thought we played well and are told that the music floated beautifully down the stairs as people 

approached. The event was very successful and we hope we played our part in showing members of the Society 

what it does for the community. 

 

Solna Burnham -  

Bingley Handbell Ringers 

 

 
 

 

For one day only! 
 

For all the usual reasons, Ecclesfield Handbell Ringers have not been able to get a full team together and ring, 

as they can, at any rally for some time; and the three large Yorkshire style teams in our region have not been 

seen together for even longer. 

 

So, Ecclesfield, Beverley Town HBR and Clifton HBR have agreed to meet for a get together on the afternoon 

of Saturday April 16th 2016 at the Gatty Hall, Priory Road, Ecclesfield S35 9XY. 

It will be a very informal afternoon of our style of ringing (and banter) – plus tea and cake of course. 

This is an almost unique opportunity to see our three Yorkshire style off-table handbell teams together in action. 



Forthcoming Events 
 

2016 
 

Saturday 27 February - Joint Tower Bell and Handbell event - St Matthias Church Hall, 

Burley, Leeds, LS4 2DZ  

Further details to follow or contact Solna Burnham rnsburnham@talktalk.net 

 

Friday 1 - Sunday 3 April - National Rally - Penrith 

 

Saturday 16 April - 'One day only' - Gatty Hall, Ecclesfield S35 9XY -  

see article in this issue for further details 

 

Saturday 7 May - NE Region Spring Rally - Grassington, further details to follow 

 

Tuesday 28 June - Summer Ring - St. Chad’s, Far Headingley, Leeds 

Further details to follow or contact Christine Lazenby christine.lazenby@hrgb.org.uk 

 

Saturday 2 July - Away Day - Christ Church, South Ossett 

Further details to follow 

 

Friday 30 September - 2 October - Yorkshire Dales Handbell Gathering - see advert in this 

issue for further details -  

 

Saturday 29 October - NE Autumn Rally - Hosted by the Clifton Handbell Ringers 

Further details to follow 

Our Ecclesfield U3A team will also be ringing. 

This is not a rally. This is not a concert. It will not have any formal structure. No in-depth training sessions. No 

lectures. The three teams will each demonstrate their skills (or lack of them). They may  swap music and try 

each others' pieces; maybe even ring all together. It may all fall apart. But if you want to experience traditional 

big team ringing you will be welcome to come along and watch, chat or even join in. 

No need to bring bells - we will set out our original straight set of handbells (restored by Whitechapel) for 

anyone to try. 

There will also be a display of some of the Ecclesfield Handbell Archives if you are interested in the history of 

our team. 

The hall does not have its own car park.  Parking is on the road, or various car parks in the village or side roads 

round about. 

Set up  1.15 pm, (no earlier - hall in use). Start time probably 2 pm. But we can have the boiler on before.  

If you’d like to come please contact Hazel Bradey on 0114 2342608 . Entry by donation (to pay for the hall). 

Finish 5 pm approx. 

Hazel Bradey and Molly Barker 

Ecclesfield Handbell Ringers 

 

mailto:christine.lazenby@hrgb.org.uk


 

 

 

 Last Bedford-Style Hardraw Gathering 

 

Friday Eve 30th  September - Sunday 2nd October 2016,  

The Green Dragon Inn and Heritage Centre 
Hardraw, Hawes, N. Yorkshire, DL8 3LZ 

 

 Practise up your party pieces to ring solo 

 Massed ringing from numbers or staff notation music which will be sent out 

beforehand 

 Workshops  

 Soiree-style concert  

 Individual ringers welcome.  Some spare bells & chimes will be available. 
 

Registration: adults (HRGB) £8, (non-HRGB) £12, juniors £3.  Please bring a raffle 

prize for the charity raffle. Massed ringing music, tea, coffee, cordials and water are 

included in the registration fee, lunches & dinners, at an additional cost, are being 

made available by the Green Dragon.  

 

Please bring your own foam and other equipment.  Some tables are available but if 

you have your own that would be helpful too. 

 

Accommodation is available at the Green Dragon Inn on a first booked first served 

basis from £14 to £50 per person per night, bunk beds to luxury en-suite doubles 

with sitting room.  Also camping available at £10 pppn.  

 

See Green Dragon website for description of accommodation: 

 www.greendragonhardraw.com/contact.html , and book your accommodation by 

phoning Martin on 01969 667392 and say you are part of the Handbell Gathering - 

or make your own accommodation arrangements either in Hardraw or in nearby 

Hawes.  

 

There is limited ringing space available so regrettably only applications for the first 

70 ringing spaces can be accepted. 
 

A preliminary email expressing interest in attending the Gathering by 1st May would be 

super.  Email Don Bedford for a registration form  dondingdong@boompa.plus.com or 

telephone 01834 869061 

 

 

http://www.greendragonhardraw.com/contact.html
mailto:dondingdong@boompa.plus.com?subject=Hardraw%20Expression

